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White House to Put Limits
on Army’s Secret Spy Unit-

By ROBERTC. TOTH, Times Staff Writer ¢
- the@natier, buwt—aeaandebstood that he intends to parsu

WASHINGTON—The White
House, moving 1o close a gap in
control over U.S. intelligence activ-
ities, is about to impose operating
gwdelines on a secret, 2-year-old
-Army intelligence-gathering unit

that the Army’s inspector ‘general

says was monitored “insufficiently
closely” for the first year of its life.

Calied Intelligence Support Ac-
tivity, the Arm¥y unit has conducted
operations in places such as Nicara-
guz and El Salvador, Africa and
-Southeast Asia. It has worked for
almost a year without az legally
required presidenual finding that
such an organization is necessary 10
nauonal security.

The intelligence unit's operations,
coupled with gquestions about
whether the Federal Emergency
Management Agency has been col-
lecting intelligence on Americans,
have raised doubts about how close-

ly the nation’s various intelli-

gence-gathering organizaiions are

being supervised.

In particular, the inteliigence Lnit

affair is raising questons shou
whether Director of Central Inteili-
gence William J. Casev’has been
‘minding the swre -closely enough
over the last two vears.

The litle<knowrn {ederal man-
agement agency, which is responsi-
bie for conducting the government's
civil security program against ter-
rorism, Ssabotage and other eivil
disorders, is not officially part of the
U.S. intelligence community .ang
thus is not under Casey's jurisdic-
tion., but Sen. Waiter D. Huddleston
. (D-Ky.) has questioned whether it
may bhave -engaged .in .domesuc
spying.

- Louis O. Gmffnda who heads thay
agency, flatly dented that it has
ever conducted such illegal opera-
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itiurthers . oo 3=
q'l‘.hese issues have emerged,agams* fhe background o
widespread ‘CONCETNS 4t ‘Congress-that the Centra
lm.elhgence Agency’s COVert operations in support o
N"a;araguan ‘msurgentsiare-skirting the law.and that thy
an-Alrpiristrationsis-blurring theine: separa‘bmg
the:ClA-and the FBlon: ,countenntemgence actwmes iy

the United States, Ve eharps. #riiint
#Casey - #hroughtta: -aspokesman \refused 0. answer
geéstions aboutthe Army's Intelligence Support Activ--
itvfamt inclating-onesabout whether he was aware. of

S

' t.héuml sereatiorrfromtthe start : L

‘IAdministration officialsisaid thaL Casev dnected the‘
A¥iny agencydosundertake at least two of the 10 covert
missions {he¥nit Has: undertaken 1o dateBut il remains

. uftiear ~when he" aas - personally -10ld :dbout the

fdtmation of “the-Aetivity,’ as the unit ifknown to some
ofthose whohavebeen associated with it.
Asvp!eced ’Legether from*dlst.'usswn': with various U.8.
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. government officials, the Intelligence Support Actmty
““wag created in'the wake of the abortive Iranian hostage
Tescue attempt in April, 1980. Military officers particu-
<"darly in'the Army, considered.the Cla's support efforts
“10 havebeemnadequate el
© Some ClA agents in lran at the time were Iranian
exiles sent back 1o gather intelligence. One complaint by
“military officers was that one of those agents could not
drive a jeep intoTehran tocheck -out the-occupied U.S.
"Embassy.and nearby helicopterlanding areas.

But monre generally, -one official said, “the agency
(ClA) people ‘were preoccupied with keeping their
cover and-could not provide ‘equipment or information
for the (rescue) operation..‘They-had enough. 1o do
covering - their.skins. The military’ decided that they

needed ‘their-own:outfit Lo collect Jmemgence on areas:

where they are asked to fight” ' o

- Little tangible was done'in -1980 however.-Although '

several published 'reports maintam~that the unit was
swarted in 1980, former Director -ofCentral Intelligence
St,ansﬁeld Turner mld 'kast*week that the agency “did
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not exist, as far as I knew.'dunng my 'tenure." Turner

headed central intelligence until January, 1981.

- Another former intelligence official from the Jimmy

Carter Administration said, “This kind of unit had been _

discussed at Lhe Pentagoh .for 2 long time, “but: no

demswn was made on it unul the Rea gan Admmstramon

Uons. Huddleswn refu_sed 10 discuss
. - k

{ookover.”
Richard G. Stilwell, a retired four-star Army general—’
apparently picked up the issue in 1981 when he became .
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Nothmg Morally Wrong
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vae Adm: Stansfield W. Turner credlt fcr:

“hard, practical sense about covertzactivities,

-The former *Central Intelligence Agency
- director disapproves of a new secret=Army
agency:-'that .adds to .thbe -intelligence

. conglomeration, and he .objects 10 current .
G Anvolvement in. Nxcaragua because itis

counterproductive. .. i =

- Yet “the ‘retired- xadmu'al dummshw A
=sensesof matnona] “principle by -saying Vthat_
*‘thereds-nothing morally:wrongamthanymg P

-“to-overthrow.a foreign.government byicovert:..
_means”’ “That- <idea +Aoes 'not’ 'excnse

sinterventionism abroad Ordts mistakes? e
; "As to the mew ‘Army: mtelhgenoe agency;

Adm Turner*to0ld =~reporters :that - the o

mmtary =dpesn’t fit swell zinto “theacoven
~activity role. . ".-Itusnot:theor,gamzauonm
“do humaniintelligence.” He ‘might also have -
" noted. more ‘significantly that for neatly a
. yearthis ATmy: <unit, calledthe Intemgence
Support sActivity, -operated’  without<:a -
-presidential finding,- ~mxthout 2. Jdegal
~authorization required by-Congress, without
legally Tequired Teports+to ‘the Senateand -

“House intelligence . committees, and mthout .'

‘formal iknowledge *of the ClAmr even Ihe
Defense Intelligence Agency. - Z

- ‘The -CLA ‘itself was- &etabhshed 40 help
consohdate -intelligence ‘information;-which -
‘seems essential 10 an effxcnent-auperancn.
‘How, then, can the Army-set-out with'its.own
agency almost unaccountable to-anyone?.. .

guerrillas in Nicaragua, Adm. Turper=moted
that the ClA is backing veterans 201 “the
ousted “Somaza dxctatorsth “We've:igiven
the impression that -we're trying -10put-a
dictator.back in,”* he said. That ishot. «asthe
-adriral.added, an acceptable alternative 1o
the :Sandinits. It is far -more llkely ¢o
strengthep than to weakenthem.” iy
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Adm. TTurner also reported that the Ty

. Guring..gthe Carter administration had

considered contingency plans to overthrow
four -governments: ‘those -of the Ayatollah
Khomeini ‘in . Iran, ‘Moammar Khadafy-in:
Libya, .iFidel Castro in: -=Cuba, .-and the
.Sandinists. The plans were never reported to
‘the "WhiteHouse because, ‘he 'said, be found
_“‘noway”practically to-oust those leaders. : |

~+So much’for practicality. Seeing nothing|

veisedwmngxmth ‘such"plans, “Adm. Turner
saidWexhould judge whether o ‘overthrow

i‘ ‘any “government not by @bstract “morality,

~but: byavhach sgovernment s better, both for
the Uniggd States and the:country involved.” |
But ;ds i orality rofisuch action - so
abstract?'-l’he U.S..is pledged by .treaties to’
respect;the soverexgnry -of .other-nations :and
-not o intervene in Latin America. Who can
‘respect -a country -that - v;olates “its
"international -commitments and its “often
stated: -'ebehef in the7right of self-
"-determination? -And what: foreign people can
‘trust a‘country that decxd&s*forntself what is
good”fm"them'J STy R :
“Even.on a pracqcal baszs Adm 'Iumer
“might have ;asked how many-of the United

- “States’ ‘efforts . at, interventionism .actually

~served the interest.of the I1S.,much less the
- -interest;of -anybody -else.’ ’_lmn the Bay of
“Pigs, Vietmam, Guatemala; El.Salvador, how
Nicaragua .— .all wspeak-Sfor .a record of

* failure, ‘where even momentary success was
Speaking of »support +0f -anti-government

~turned into defeat-or tragedy inthe end.
The concept of -covert  activities .in
peacetime is, unfortunately;the concept that
“there is :po morality -in -international
“relations: Worse than that, it'is the concept
that 2 nation Wwith ‘the ‘power 1o intervene is
justified :in ‘doing 50 -on' its own arbitrary
~decision.*That is not the: concept of a8 socxety
‘proud of democratic convictions.”
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